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‘SEEING ALLRED’

A legal crusader for women

. Netflix"
GLORIA ALLRED (front passenger side), Gert Crawford (driving), Jayne Rowse (back seat left) and April DeBoer at L.A. Pride Parade in 2015, in “Seeing Allred.”

Documentary gets to the heart of what powers attorney Gloria Allred’s missioﬁf

KENNETH TURAN
FILM CRITIC

The woman’s tone is
calm, measured, decisive,
someone who knows what
she thinks and no longer
cares — if she ever did —
what those on the other side
may believe. )

“I live in a war zone every
day,” she says. “There is a
war on women, It’s real, it
can be very ugly. Women de-
pend on me to be strong, to
be fearless, to assertively
protect theirrights.”

. If you live in Los Angeles
and pay attention to the me-
dia, you won’t need many
guesses to figure out that
the speaker is Gloria Allred.

A tireless advocate and a
zealot for good causés, the

celebrated attorney gets a
sympathetic, admiring por-
trait in “Seeing Allred,” a
documentary directed by
Sophie Sartain and Roberta
Grossman,

Made with its subject’s
cooperation and talking to
people like comrade in arms

-Gloria Steinem and Allred’s

daughter, fellow attorney
Lisa Bloom, the film allows
us, at least to a certain ex-
tent, to get behind the public
persona to the private per-
son. )

So when Allred says “it’s
always personal to me if a
woman has been a victim of
injustice” and addslater “my
work is my life, it’s who I amn,
it’s myidentity,” we get to see
the experiences that shaped
that point of view.

An attorney who under-

stands the value of publicity,
Allred hasbeen involvedina
wide variety of cases:that
caught the public eye, in-
cluding protesting drug
store chain Sav-On’s prac-
tice of having separate aisles
for girls’ and boys’ toys and
the way the pricey Los Ange-
les restaurant L'Orangerie
had special menus for wom-
en that did not include
prices. X

One of Allred’s most re-
cent crusades, her support
of the increasing number of
women who have come forth
accusing Bill Cosby of sexual
attacks, is used as a
throughline in the film and
as an example of her famous
tenacity.

Allred began by shad-
owing the comic at his con-
cert appearances, noting

“holding someone account-
able is a form of justice.”
Once it became clear that
many of the accusations in-
volved acts too old for legal
action, she spearheaded an

‘effort to end the statute of

limitations for
crimes in the future.

“Gloria enjoys combat,”
says Steinem, almost in awe.
And one of herlaw firm part-
ners notes, “Gloria wouldn’t
give up, wouldn’t give up,
wouldn’t give up.”

When Allred talks about
some of the darker incidents
in her personal past, we get a
sense of what has forged her
steely determination.

On vacation in Mexico in
1966, Allred was raped - at
gunpoint. Thatled to a preg-
nancy and a botched back-
room abortion that nearly

similar

‘Seeing Allred’

Notrated ,
Running time: 1 hour,

36 minutes

Playing: Laemmle's Music
Hall, Beverly Hills;
streaming on Netflix

cost her her life, stories that
are shocking to hear.

The mental toughness
surviving those experiences
demanded at timesled toin-
flexibility. One of Allred’s
oldest friends, high school
classmate Fern Caplan, re-
ports that a political dispute
between the two led to no
communication for seven
years. :

Though we periodically

hear from cranks insisting:
Allred is “a shrill feminist at-,
torney,” one of the flaws of,
the documentary is that we
don’t hear from anyone sane
offering both pros and cons,
on her highly public career.
Also, the film touches
only lightly, perhaps be-,
cause it happened so re-
cently, on her rift with
daughter Bloom overthelat=
ter’s brieftime as one of Har-:
vey Weinstein’s attorneys. =
For Allred herself, everys
thing feels irrelevant in the’
face of the demands of her
ongoing battle. “The fight
has just begun” is the last;
thing she says on camera;
and there can be no doubf.
that she meansit.
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